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April 1,2008

Dear Independent Regulatory Review Commission:

On March 10,200S,1he Department of Public Welfere submitted fee final-form child care fittiliryrt^ilatioiis to you and the
General Assembly. The cfaMd care facfikyrefflla^kiPs provide minimum standards f^
care centers, group ch3d care homes and finally child care homes that serve over 300,000 chihfreB. I am asking yon to support
passage of &e final-form child care regulations.

The ciild care facility regulations protect the health, safety and rights ofchUdren and reduce risks to children in child care
AcaMes. The fegrfationsweie last updatedmApril 1992. The final femtregsdalka addresses prolecticB of chOdtco, reflects
cwrent best practice and resesrch, anproves cfarily, sod provides clear, waisislentmfimnatioo to me provider and parent

a^abootwhai me Deparmientswfll examine when h conducts a visfc Highlights of fte Snal-fbrm regulation mchide
the following:

Vpi
>d safety

I safety reqjrirenents to reflect best practices & research - New research has resulted in changes to health
idatkns regarding 5EDS prevention, playgronnd safc^, stafFtubercalosis testing, removal of recalled toys

and eqnipmeat, disposable gloves in first aid lot, maximum imioorttanperauira awl diapering.

Made the reg*datioi» easier to read and aoreacc^ ibk
released since 1992 and must be inuwpoiated into the regulations themselves. These include uuptwtautrequueiueuta relating to
emergency plans, supervision of children, Syrup of Ipecac, release of children, posting inspection summaries, Departmental
access and swimming pool accessibility

* Updated the regnlatioB* to mtfade correct refcreww to other applicable laws-By referencing ihe correct CDrreat laws,
providers, parents and the public will be better able to locate addh^onalinfbnnadoQaboitt laws ti^ impact die operation of a
child cure finality including raqprinaments relating to certificate of occupancy, vehicle safety, childhood Hnmimijyfjffng anri
chfldren with special needs.

• Improved opportunity for CacOHyeomplince -Areas of-typical noocoDEratiance were exammed and wheo possibto, changes are
proposed mat will balance assistance to the facilities in compliance whUe ensuring mininramheatm and sa£e^ at a &K;Qiry.

I am asking you to support the rMal-fbrm chM care regulatkra motder to advance me protection of chi^mieceivBig care in
more man 9000 child care finalities in Pennsylvania,

Sincerely,

Jodi Asians
Associate Exeofiive Director
Early ConnecttODS
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